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MAY  MEETING:  The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  10th  inst.,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  Board  Room  of 
the  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  Ferry  Building,  2nd  Floor, 
Room  19. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  will  be  “Music  of  the  Out-of-Doors”  interpreted 
by  Mr.  C.  A.  Harwell,  Chairman,  State  Bird  Committee.  The  lecture  will  be 
illustrated.  Mr.  Harwell  may  be  more  familiar  to  many  as  “the  whistling 
bird  man.” 

* V  *  * 

MAY  FIELD  TRIP  will  be  taken  Sunday,  13th  inst.,  to  Cashion,  Contra 
Costa  County.  San  Francisco  members  will  take  8:00  A.  M.  Key  Route 
ferry,  and  Sacramento  Short  Line  train  at  mole.  East  Bay  members  may 
take  train  at  College  and  Shatter  Avenues,  at  8:35  A.  M.  Purchase  round  trip 
tickets  to  Cashion;  from  San  Francisco,  $1.00;  from  Oakland,  75  cents. 
Bring  lunch  and  water.  Distance,  five  to  seven  miles.  Return  train  leaves 
Cashion  at  4:25  P.  M.  Leader,  Miss  Ethel  Crum. 

* V * 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  APRIL  MEETING:  The  one  hundred  and 
thirty-third  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  April  12th  in  the 
Board  Room  of  the  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  with  Dr.  Frederick 
W.  D’Evelyn,  President,  in  the  chair,  Mrs.  Carl  Smith,  Secretary.  Thirty- 
three  members  and  guests  present. 

The  President  read  a communication  from  Mr.  Philip  J.  Fay,  President 
of  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  Mr.  Fay  stated  his 
personal  and  official  interest  “in  the  very  well  worth-while  purpose  of  elect- 
ing by  a state-wide  vote  a ‘State  Bird’  for  California.”  Mr.  Fay  regretted 
that  pressure  of  engagements  denied  him  the  opportunity  of  personally  ex- 
pressing his  interest  in  and  sympathy  with  the  movement. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Mailliard,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, attended  the  meeting  as  appointed  representative  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  further  to  serve  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Audubon 
Association  during  the  activities  of  the  election  campaign. 

Mr.  Mailliard  addressed  the  meeting  at  length:  Endorsing  President 

Fay’s  expressed  deep  interest  in  the  forthcoming  campaign.  Further  affirm- 
ing in  a fully  appreciative  and  sympathetic  manner  his  personal  pleasure  in 
being  selected  to  represent  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  his  deep  in- 
terest in  what  he  considered  an  effort  as  needful  as  it  was  commendable. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  was  at  the  same  time  actually  ex- 
pressing the  sentiments  of  all  bis  fellow  directors.  Mr.  Mailliard  in  am- 
plifying his  subject,  “San  Francisco’s  co-operation  in  the  Election  of  a State 
Bird  of  California,”  very  happily  informed  his  audience  that  the  Chamber 
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of  Commerce  “was  not  solely  commercial  in  its  instincts,  but  possessed  a 
heart — it  was  not  all  a counting  house  and  a bureau  of  statistical  record,” 
hence  any  interest  that  reflected  the  State  of  California,  whether  it  be  his- 
torical, romantic  or  just  sentimental,  found  in  that  “heart”  a responsive 
chord  which  called  into  co-operative  being  the  cordial  dynamic  resources  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  whatever  manner  such  could  be  most  comfort- 
ing and  beneficial.  The  “bird”  as  a symbol  of  varying  import  in  “the  doings 
of  men”  is  veritably  as  old  as  humanity  itself.  Inasmuch  as  California  is  a 
State  richly  endowed — with  ways,  means  and  men — that  confirm  “doings” 
as  her  special  and  unique  birthright.  Surely  then,  it  is  the  duty  not  alone 
of  the  Commonwealth,  but  of  the  individual  to  aid  and  exalt  every  agency 
that  in  any  way  is  complementary  to  the  welfare  of  that  birthright;  let  us, 
therefore,  get  behind  this  splendid  romance  and  make  the  State  Bird  and 
its  mission  an  actual  contributor  to  that  end. 

Dr.  Bryant  followed,  taking  as  his  text,  “Aspiring  Candidates  for  the 
State  Bird.”  Dr.  Bryant  in  his  introductory  remarks  drew  back  the  curtains 
from  the  portals  of  the  past  and  told  us  of  the  fascination  the  political  meet- 
ings of  those  old  days  had  for  him,  when  the  candidate  himself  was  his  own 
best  self-speaker,  and  made  known  his  especial  appropriateness  for  the  job, 
with  a virile  personal  analysis  absolutely  denied  to  any  other  known  me- 
dium. True  it  is  that  none  save  an  Audubon  expert  who  knows  his  “bird” 
with  an  intimacy  that  but  few  possess  and  none  rival  would  dare  the 
demonstration,  e.  g.,  under  Dr.  Bryant’s  ventriloquistic  interpretation.  Mr. 
G.  B.  Goldfinch  as  a candidate  for  State  Bird  announced  its  claims  thus: 
“7  am  a personal  being.  7 stand  for  myself.  7 am  a registered  citizen  of  the 
State  of  California,  aye,  for  generations.  7 am  fair  to  behold.  The  white 
patch  I exhibit  is  a purity  badge,  an  undisputed  State  Certificate.  My  call 
note  is  talismanic,  it  summons  to  being  the  padres  of  the  past;  it  halts  the 
school-going  child;  it  soothes  the  laborer  at  his  toil.  7 am  a good  mixer. 
7 am  a Divine  Bestowal  to  the  orchardist.  7 kill  bugs.  7 feed  by  choice  upon 
baneful  seeds.  The  dandelion  becomes  a non-resident  in  my  district.  The 
thistle  an  orphan.  7 do  not  practice  birth-control.  7 am  IT  under  any  fran- 
chise.” This  unique  presentation  will  be  truly  popular  as  well  as  educative 
and  we  anticipate  long  service  and  crowded  houses.  Some  twenty-two  birds 
are  candidates — limitation  prohibits  their  elucidation. 

* * V 

ANNOUNCEMENT  STATE  BIRD  CAMPAIGN 

The  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific  in  co-operation  with  the  Cali- 
fornia Audubon  Society  is  conducting  a campaign  to  choose  for  California  a 
State  Bird.  Such  a campaign  has  large  educational  value  and  is  meeting 
with  hearty  response  from  schools,  clubs,  Boy  Scouts,  Campfire  Girls,  etc. 

Before  anyone  can  vote  intelligently  for  his  choice  it  will  be  necessary 
for  him  to  know  something  of  the  bird  life  of  California.  The  study  of  birds 
for  this  purpose  by  a larger  proportion  of  our  people  and  especially  of  our 
children  will  result  in  an  increased  interest  in  the  conservation  of  wild  life. 
Recognizing  the  possibilities  of  this  campaign  many  organizations  are  ask- 
ing how  they  can  participate  and  co-operate. 

This  campaign  is  open  to  all  organizations  and  individual  votes  are  to 
be  polled.  Every  vote  will  be  counted.  The  bird  receiving  the  largest  number 
of  votes  at  the  close  of  the  state-wide  contest  will  be  presented  to  the  legis- 
lature with  the  request  that  it  be  officially  adopted  as  our  State  Bird. 

The  California  Audubon  Society  is  conducting  this  campaign  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  F.  T.  Bicknell,  chairman  of  the  State  Bird  Committee. 
That  organization  will  handle  southern  California.  The  Audubon  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pacific  is  co-operating  by  conducting  the  contest  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State. 
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It  is  the  hope  that  sub-committees  may  be  formed  in  various  centers  of 
our  northern  section  of  the  State  in  order  that  the  campaign  can  be  carried 
on  with  enthusiasm.  Many  organizations  are  already  co-operating.  Dr. 
Harold  C.  Bryant  of  the  Division  of  Pish  and  Game  is  a member  of  our 
committee.  The  schools  of  Oakland,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Harold  Cozens, 
and  the  schools  of  Berkeley,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Clelia  Paroni,  are 
carrying  on  a campaign  to  acquaint  the  students  with  the  birds  listed  as 
eligible;  the  Oakland  Museum  has  a special  exhibit  set  on  the  State  Bird, 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco  is  actively  interested. 

Individuals,  schools  and  organizations  are  urged  to  make  a careful  study 
of  the  following  selected  list  of  California  birds,  which  have  been  suggested 
by  committees  of  the  Cooper  Ornithological  Club  as  fitting  candidates  for 
State  Bird.  Beauty  of  plumage,  beauty  of  song,  friendly  spirit,  value  and 
interest  of  life  habits,  distribution  throughout  the  State  and  popularity  were 
the  principal  factors  considered  in  making  this  list. 

SUGGESTED  LIST  OF  CALIFORNIA  BIRDS 


California  Condor 

Desert  Sparrow  Hawk 

California  Quail 

California  Gull 

Road-runner 

Anna  Hummingbird 

California  Woodpecker 

Red-shafted  Flicker 

Western  Kingbird 

Bush-tit 

Wren-tit 

Cali 


Canyon  Wren 
Water  Ouzel 
California  Thrasher 
Russet-backed  Thrush 
Western  Bluebird 
Audubon  Warbler 
Bullock  Oriole 
Western  Tanager 
Black-headed  Grosbeak 
California  Purple  Finch 
Green-backed  Goldfinch 
ia  Brown  Towhee 


Thirteen  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  have  already  chosen  State 
Birds  as  follows;  District  of  Columbia — Wood  Thrush 
Florida — Mockingbird 
Kansas — Eastern  Meadowlark 
Kentucky — Cardinal 
Louisiana — Pelican 
Maine — Black-capped  Chickadee 
Maryland — Baltimore  Oriole 
Missouri — Bluebird 
Nebraska — Western  Meadowlark 
New  York — Bluebird 
Oregon — Western  Meadowlark 
Texas — Mockingbird 
Virginia — Robin 
Wisconsin — Robin 

In  order  that  we  may  make  a wise  choice  of  a bird  typical  of  our 
Golden  State,  wide  publicity  needs  to  be  given  to  this  movement.  Individuals 
and  interested  organizations  in  the  northern  and  central  portions  of  Califor- 
nia are  urged  to  co-operate  with  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific.  Write 
to  our  headquarters,  Phelan  Building,  San  Francisco,  in  care  of  Dr.  Fred- 
erick W.  D’Evelyn,  president,  if  you  wish  more  copies  of  this  issue  of  The 
Gui.l,  or  further  information.  Also  send  all  organization  and  individual 
votes  to  the  same  address,  giving  name  of  organization,  name  of  bird  and 
number  of  votes  for  each  individual  bird. 

The  closing  date  of  the  campaign  has  not  been  set.  It  will  probably  be 
some  time  in  1929.  C.  A.  Harwell 

Chairman,  Committee  on  State  Bird. 
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APRIL  FIELD  TRIP:  On  Sunday,  April  15th,  the  Audubon  party  as- 
sembled at  41st  Avenue  and  Sloat  Boulevard,  and  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin  proceeded  to  circle  Lake  Merced. 

In  Dr.  Grinnell’s  clues  for  field  identification,  he  especially  mentions  the 
following:  notes  and  songs;  outlines  and  movements;  habitat;  and  colora- 
tion. This  particular  trip  will  long  be  remembered  for  all  the  above  field 
identification  points,  and  in  addition,  mating  flights,  nests  and  nest  building, 
bird  eggs,  and  feeding  of  the  young.  A final  examination  in  bird  study 
could  well  have  been  given  on  this  particular  trip. 

The  day  was  ideal  and  visibility  excellent.  Our  first  view  of  the  lake 
netted  us  several  pairs  of  eared  grebes.  The  tuft  of  feathers  responsible  for 
the  name  was  easily  seen.  A single  mourning  dove  was  flushed  at  the  lake- 
shore.  His  color  and  bordered  tail  feathers  gave  the  clue  to  his  identity. 

Allen  hummingbirds  were  going  through  their  mating  antics  and  af- 
forded us  displays  of  flights  and  feathers.  A chickadee,  bearing  food,  gave 
us  the  location  of  a nest.  In  a long  crevice,  next  to  the  bark  of  a eucalpytus, 
we  spotted  the  mother  bird.  At  first  we  imagined  eggs  but  finally  made  out 
the  mother  bird  setting  on  eggs. 

For  a time  we  were  confused  by  four  birds  of  the  blackbird  family,  and 
after  patient  watching,  managed  to  identify  them  as  females  of  the  red- 
winged variety. 

Birds  encountered  were:  western,  eared  and  pied-billed  grebes;  Farallone 
cormorant;  California  great  blue  heron;  American  bittern;  mallard  and 
ruddy  ducks;  California  quail;  Sora  rail;  American  coot;  glaucous-winged, 
western  and  California  gulls;  mourning  dove;  Anna  and  Allen  humming- 
birds; western  belted  kingfisher;  western  flycatcher;  California  horned  lark: 
barn,  tree,  northern  violet-green  and  bank  swallows;  Santa  Cruz  chestnut- 
backed  chickadee;  coast  bush-tit;  intermediate  wren-tit;  Vigors  and  tule 
marsh  wrens;  western  robin;  salt-marsh  yellow-throat;  golden-pileolated 
warbler;  bi-colored  red-winged  and  Brewer  blackbirds;  western  meadow- 
lark; California  purple  finch;  California  linnet;  willow  and  green-backed 
goldfinches;  pine  siskin;  San  Francisco  spotted  towhee;  Point  Pinos  junco; 
Nuttall,  golden-crowned,  and  Santa  Cruz  song  sparrows.  On  the  bay,  in 
addition:  white-winged  and  surf  scoters;  Bonaparte  gull;  Hudsonian  curlew; 
western  sandpiper  and  American  merganser.  Fifty-one  species. 

Members  in  attendance:  Mesdames  Bracelin.  Myer,  Parry,  Stephens;  the 
Misses  Burroughs,  Ethel  and  Martha  Crum,  Mott,  Pettit;  Dr.  Card,  Messrs. 
deFremery,  Lockerbie,  Myer,  Parry,  Smith,  Stephens.  Guests:  the  Misses 
Arnstein,  Furlong,  Hoerr,  Kautz,  Seller;  Messrs.  Bacigalupi,  Henrich,  Hoerr, 
Jussell,  Lee,  Felix  and  Harold  Juda.  Sixteen  members  and  twelve  guests. 

Arthur  H.  Myer.  Historian. 
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